MARIA CHERKASSKAYA

5620 Hempstead Street, Apt. #6

Pittsburgh, PA 15217

                                                                         (412) 421-4399


mmcherk@gmail.com
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

2003-2016     Extended Day Program Art Teacher

The Ellis School, Pittsburgh, PA

2002-2003        Art/Handwork Teacher

Waldorf School of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA

1997-2005        Lead Art Instructor/ Recreation Leader

City of Pittsburgh, Citiparks, Pittsburgh PA 

1995-1997        Art Instructor

Community College of Allegheny County, Monroeville, PA; West Mifflin, PA

· Developed and modified various programs for children of different age groups and skill

       levels, and embodied them into practical teaching experience.

1997-2008        Illustrator/ Graphic Designer

Dorrance Publishing Company, Pittsburgh, PA

Creative Products International, Pittsburgh, PA

QED Communications, Inc., Pittsburgh Magazine, Pittsburgh, PA

University of Pittsburgh, PITT Magazine, Pittsburgh, PA

· Illustrate children’s books and create book covers for the young authors’ first books.

· Illustrated magazine articles, always trying to enhance and underline author’s ideas.

1997-2001         Production Artist/Designer

All u Can Handle, Inc., Pittsburgh, PA

· Performed decorative painting and created new design for popular gift tableware.

1975-1994         Film Art Director/ Lead Designer

Ukranimafilm State Animation Company, Kiev, Ukraine

· Designed  storyboards, characters, and backgrounds for 12 animated films for children and adults, 4 commercials, and 2 educational films. Received international awards for artwork.

1975-1994        Illustrator

Veselka State Publishing House, Kiev, Ukraine

Radyanska Shkola State Publishing House, Kiev, Ukraine

· Designed and illustrated 2 poetry books for children, 3 pop-up books, and 2 games.

· Created illustrations for elementary school textbooks.

· Produced series of illustrations in periodic children's magazines' issues.

EDUCATION

Desktop Publishing Specialist, Career Blazers Learning Center, Pittsburgh, PA

MFA – Graphic Design /Illustration,    Kiev State University of Fine Arts, Kiev, Ukraine

Graphic Design Skills: Strong traditional graphic art and design skills; publishing skills.

Other Experience and Skills: Animation production experience; managerial skills. 

Member of Pittsburgh Society of Illustrators.

References and Portfolio: Available on request.


